A Naval Manned

By ander Dani . Janik

In the past to protect existing trade
developed nations have wrned w0 coloni-
zation when faced with diminishing natu-
ral resources and markets and soaring
costs. Today the world is on the verge of
a new, vet strikingly familiar era. To sur-
vive economically, nations will soon
aggressively compete in the exploitation
and colonization of interplanetary space.

The Rationale for a Naval Manned
Space Program: The exploitation of
space will demand an unprecedented cap-
ital investment, which in turm will require
comparable degrees of protection. As
nations compete 1o establish spheres of
influence, demands for military protec-
tion of launch and landing comidors,
space-based transit stations, interplane-
tary corridors, and colonization sites will
be great.

Historically, mavies have been linked
to the preservation of peacetime national
trade interests. Naval presence has been
and is presently being used by many na-
tions to project and defend national inter-
ests and such presence is usually not re-
garded as a techmical act of war.
Unmanned terrestrial  or  space-based
weaponry, as well as the presence of tac-
tically onented armed forces such as air
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forces or armies, are traditionally viewed
as more aggressive and warlike. Inter-
vention by such forces is commonly secn
as intolerable threats to national security
and, in some cases, as overt acts of war.
Because of such perceptions, the U. S.
Navy has played the principal and often
pivotal role of preserving and protecting
U. S. investments, markets, resources,
and the interconnecting sea lines of com-
munication during peacetime.

To respond appropriately to the antici-
pated demand for space protection, a
naval manned space program will be re-
quired with Navy (manned) space vessels
roughly analogous to present surface
ships and submarines.

Present Status of the Program: The
U. S. joint military space program is cur-
rently acquiring the tools and expertise
necessary o determine future stralegic
and tactical activities in space, as well as
implementing space-related aspects of the
strategic defense initistive. These efforts
rely heavily on Air Force direction and
leadership, and emphasize development,
acquisition, and support of ecnabling
rocketry. Since the ill-fated Naval Van-
guard program of the 1950s, the Navy
has been unable to participate equally in
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this arena, effectively keeping sailors
from manning future space ships. Al-
though a naval manned space program,
per se, does not currently exist. the need
for such & program remains hotly de-
bated. Naval unmanned space communi-
cation, navigation, remote sensing, and
surveillance inferests are thriving, but the
Navy is clearly unprepared 1o respond to
a call to protect U. S. economic interests
with manpower m space.

Some elements of a naval manned
space program, however, already do
exist. Active and reserve line, specialty,
and postgraduate  space-oriented  pro-
grams are now available. Space com-
mand experience is being acquired by
active duty and Naval Reserve personnel
participating in the civilian asironawt pro-
gram. Indeed, the Navy has a **proud tra-
dition”" of manned space participation: In
1969, Navy captains A. Bean, C. Con-
rad. and R. Gordon flew the first naval
“interplanetary”™ cruise on board the
Apollo 12; and in 1973 Navy captains C.
Conrad, J. Kerwin and P. Weilz held the
first naval space base duty station assign-
ments on board the Skylab

The Program’s Future: Given current
political and interservice exigencies. a
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